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The Return of Reading and Writing Literacy: Study on the
Connotation Evolution and Educational Reform of Literacy,

and the Possible Contribution of Library (Science)
XIAO Peng, DING Yaru, WANG Zhouhong

Abstract Although the connotation of literacy is changing with the development of society, it has always been
one of the core missions of libraries, and therefore it should be one of the key topics in library science. This paper
discusses the relationship between “literacy” and “reading and writing literacy”, sorts out the historical evolution
and connotation changes of literacy, and points out that the contemporary connotation of literacy has “new tools”,
“new abilities” and “new requirements” . Besides; based on a survey of the reform practices of literacy education
in primary and secondary schools, colleges and universities, libraries and some other kinds of educational and
cultural institutions, it is proposed that library(science) can and should play a more positive role in the construction
of literacy education system by supporting the construction of professional writing guidance institutions ,
promoting the related research work of literacy, and promoting the standardization construction of literacy.
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